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VERB
From the Desk of Paul W. Hosch
Dear friend of the Verb,
Since the spring we’ve been immersed in the celebration of
Verbum Dei’s Class of 2019, yet there is another class that
deserves our attention — the college grads of Verbum Dei’s Class
of 2015, that is. We took the opportunity to catch up with the
valedictorian of Verbum Dei’s Class of 2015, Nick Spates, who
this May graduated from Georgetown University.
You may remember Nick as the student speaker at the 2015 Mardi
Gras Dinner. During his speech Nick shared that, having been
born and raised in Watts, he had never attended a school within
his community. Remarkably, Nick would find the school that
ended up shaping his future just down the street from his home.
“I’m certain I would have been incapable of finding my place at
Georgetown and beyond without properly taking full advantage
of the academic, professional, and social resources at Verbum
Dei. Verbum Dei taught me how to carry myself with poise
and confidence while navigating a space that traditionally causes young students from low income
backgrounds to question whether or not they belong.”
Nick graduated from Verbum Dei with a 4.3 GPA, having interned at both Payden & Rygel and Katten
Muchin Rosenman, and was sponsored by Mr. Jeffrey Weyant and Mr. Martin Massiello through Verbum
Dei’s Adopt-A-Student Program. Nick was
awarded a full ride to Georgetown University.
Originally, he began working towards a degree
in mathematics with a focus on engineering, but
changed his major sophomore year to English
with a focus on film. “I finally made the leap
from math to English after a few encouraging
discussions with my Verbum Dei mentors,
Nicholas Osborne and Trevor Engelson.” Nick
told us.
(over, please)
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Nicholas and Trevor are the co- founders of
the Verbum Dei Entertainment Club, a club
that aims to educate Verb students about
the entertainment business and inspire them
to seek careers in it. When asked about
their roles as Nick’s mentors, Nicholas, a
TV writer-producer, and Trevor, CEO of
Underground Films, shared the following:
“Nick was always such a perceptive and
dynamic presence in the entertainment
club and to see one of its members actually
go into the entertainment business is
incredibly exciting. Nick is destined to
go to the top and no doubt will be hiring us one day.” Nick told us that both mentors “have always
offered their help and guidance to all the students in the entertainment club. It’s really nice to have
maintained these relationships even when I wasn’t sure that I wanted to commit to a career in Film
and Television. To give back all that I benefited from mentorship, I also hope to mentor students at
Verb through the entertainment club, and possibly athletics as well. Those relationships last forever.”
In addition to his rigorous academic responsibilities, Nick worked four (4!) jobs, 36 hours a week, to save
enough money to purchase a truck and put a deposit down on his first apartment. He ended up earning
more than he projected and bought himself a ticket to Italy as a graduation present. “It was a lot of
work,” Nick said, “but I had a lot of fun too and achieved all of my goals.”
In July, Nick will be joining talent agency William Morris Endeavor as an Executive Assistant. Inspired
by his favorite comedy and drama shows, including Mad Men, The Sopranos, and The Office, Nick hopes
to become a writer/producer for television. When asked about all the amazing achievements he has
made, Nick is focused on staying driven: “Honestly, the best is yet to come.”
As we excitedly await the start of school next
month, and the addition of over 100 new students,
we want to reiterate the fact that Verbum Dei is only
able to exist because of your efforts and support.
Thank you for helping Verbum Dei to thrive,
and for supporting the hundreds of deserving
young men, like Nick Spates, who arrive on our
campus seeking a better life for themselves, their
families, and their community.
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